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production costs, reduce time to market and 
increase tree value. 

“Cultural Options for Reducing Coning of Fir 
Christmas Trees NCSU” is focused on herbicide 
application techniques to remove emerging cones. 
Recent research in NC has identified herbicides 
with the potential to selectively kill cones without 
damaging the rest of the tree. An application 
study will be conducted using backpack, hydraulic 
and mist blower sprayers to identify optimum 
equipment and application techniques. 

The other coning project, “Cultural Options for 
Reducing Coning of Fraser fir Christmas Trees 
Michigan” focuses on two approaches; pro-active 

cone control (is it possible to keep the trees from 
coning) and re-active cone control (post-emergent 
treatment). This project evaluates coning and 
growth responses of Fraser fir trees treated with a 
plant growth regulator. It also initiates a new 
round of trials to further evaluate the utility of 
applying herbicides to developing Fraser fir cones 
to prevent cone development. This research 
project revealed an added bonus: Plant growth 
regulators (PGR) treatments reduced shoot growth 
and increased bud density in Fraser fir.  

An immediate needs research project being 
funded by the CTPB is “Determining the Impact 
of Elongate Hemlock Scale on Shipped 

Christmas Trees into Florida.” This pest has 
been a leading cause of load rejections of cut 
Christmas trees from NC into Florida.  In 2012, 
the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services reported EHS entering Florida 
on cut Fraser fir. As incidence reports continued to 
increase, FDACS-DPI requested a robust host 
study of trees in the families Cupressaceae, 
Pinaceae, and Taxaceae to alleviate regulatory 
and environmental concerns associated with EHS 
being shipped into Florida where it is not 
established. This study strives to determine the 
susceptibility of important Florida conifer species 
as potential hosts of EHS. 

2016-2017 FINANCIALS

STATEMENTS OF REVENUE AND EXPENSES - MODIFIED CASH BASIS
For the Year Ended July 31, 2017 and the Period Ended July 31, 2016

		          2017		          2016
Revenue:
	 Assessments 	 $ 	 1,817,050 	 $ 	 1,729,302
Expenses:
	 Promotion committee 		  1,439,394 		  140,817
	 Research committee 		  75,567 		  37,328
	 Industry relations committee 		  57,577 		  14,777
	 Professional services 		  173,496 		  202,427
	 Board meetings 		  19,196 		  80,352
	 General and administrative 		  40,700 		  31,257
	 USDA fees 		  34,354 		  15,908
	            Total expenses 		  1,840,284 		  522,866
Change in unrestricted net assets 		  (23,234) 		  1,206,436
Unrestricted net assets, beginning of year 		  1,206,436 	            –
Unrestricted net assets, end of year 	 $ 	 1,183,202 	 $ 	 1,206,436

CA. They issued a clean opinion of CTPB’s 
financial statement, also known as an 
“unmodified report” in accounting terminology. 

These excerpts from the audit provide an overview 
of CTPB’s financial status at the end of its 
2016-2017 fiscal year. Please visit the CTPB 

website to see the full audit report http://www.
christmastreepromotionboard.org (the audit is 
posted on the Industry Information page).



8      Christmas Tree Promotion Board Annual Report 2017

PO Box 3669
Littleton, CO 80161

CTPB INFORMATION
MEET THE BOARD
Eastern Representatives:
	 Bentley Curry, Louisiana
	 Della Deal, North Carolina
	 Jim Corliss, Maine
	 Jim Rockis, West Virginia

Central Representatives:
	 Rex Korson, Michigan
	 Beth Walterscheidt, Texas

Western Representatives:
	 Roger Beyer, Oregon
	 Paul Battaglia, California
	 Jim Heater, Oregon
	 Betty Malone, Oregon
	 Mark Steelhammer, Washington

Importer Representative:
	 Chris Maciborski, Michigan

Executive Committee: 
	 Chairman, Jim Rockis
	 Vice Chairman, Rex Korson
	 Treasurer, Paul Battaglia
	 Secretary, Beth Walterscheidt

MEET THE STAFF:
The CTPB is managed by  
Tim O’Connor and Associates:

Tim O’Connor – Executive Director,  
tim@christmastreepromotionboard.org

Marsha Gray – Industry Communications and 
Program Director,  
marsha@christmastreepromotionboard.org

Ann O’Connor – Compliance Director

Regina Steszjak – Accountant 

CONTACT US:
Christmas Tree Promotion Board
P.O. Box 3669
Littleton, CO 80161
800-985-0773
info@christmastreepromotionboard.org


